
 

1. What are the three main types of dental anesthesia? 

 
 

 



Feedback 

If you're interested in the very first reported use of anesthesia in a dental setting, please visit this 
website: https://www.ada.org/en/publications/ada-news/2018-archive/december/today-marks-dental-
anesthesia-milestone 

 

2. An adverse occurrence is defined as a death, or incident requiring emergency medical 
response, occurs in a dental office or dental clinic during the administration of or 
recovery from general anesthesia, deep sedation, moderate sedation, or minimal 
sedation. When should the permit holder and the treating dentist involved (sometimes 
one and the same) submit a completed report of the incident to the Board? 

 

 
Feedback 

Pursuant to A.A.C. R4-11-1305 the adverse occurrence should be reported within 10 days after the 
occurrence. 

 

 

3. In a dental setting, in Arizona, only dentists can provide anesthesia? 

 
Feedback 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1281(G), the Board may issue local anesthesia and nitrous oxide analgesia 
certificates to a licensed dental hygienist. Additionally, non-dental professions like physician 
anesthesiologists and CRNAs can administer anesthesia in a dental setting if the dental provider maintains at 
least a 1304 permit granted by the Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ada.org/en/publications/ada-news/2018-archive/december/today-marks-dental-anesthesia-milestone
https://www.ada.org/en/publications/ada-news/2018-archive/december/today-marks-dental-anesthesia-milestone


4. Who is required to have a permit, in Arizona, to administer anesthesia or sedation 
services in a dental procedure? 

 

Feedback 

The Board offers four anesthesia/sedation permits - 1301, 1302, 1303 and 1304 permits. Applicants who wish 
to hold a 1301, a 1302 or a 1303 permit must take and successfully complete minimum education 
requirements. A dentist may use a physician anesthesiologist or certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA) 
for anesthesia or sedation services while the dentist provides treatment in the dentist’s office or dental clinic 
after obtaining a Section 1304 permit issued by the Board. 
 
 

5. A dentist that brings in a non-dentist anesthesia provider, such as a physician 
anesthesiologist or CRNA, and does not have a anesthesia/sedation permit (1301, 1302, 
or 1303) needs to obtain a 1304 permit? 

 
Feedback 

Permit to Employ or Work With a Physician Anesthesiologist or Certified Nurse Anesthetist (“CRNA”): 
Unless a dentist holds a Section 1301, 1302 or 1303 permit they must obtain a Section 1304 permit before 
employing or working with a Physician Anesthesiologist or CRNA in a dental office or dental clinic. This 
permit level was added in Arizona Administrative Code (“A.A.C.”) R4-11-1304 in April 2013. Prior to 
adding A.A.C. R4-11-1304, a dentist was required to obtain a Section 1301 Permit to employ or work with a 
physician anesthesiologist or CRNA. 
 
A dentist who does not hold an anesthesia/sedation permit of any kind, but who uses a dentist 
anesthesiologist for the administration of anesthesia/sedation does NOT need a permit, including a 1304 
permit. 
 
The Board does not regulate nurses or medical physicians; therefore, if a non-dentist provider provides 
anesthesia for a patient, in a dental setting, the only way the Board maintains regulation is for the dentist 
who performs the dental treatment to have a 1304 permit. 
 
 
 



6. An outside provider of anesthesia/sedation services is allowed, but the ultimate 
responsibility of assessing the patient for anesthesia/sedation in a dental setting is the 
dentist's. 

 
 

7. It is required for a dental practice to have at least one automated external defibrillator 
("AED") in the practice. 

 
Feedback 

Astonished as you may be -- currently the answer is false. However, the Board is seeking a change to its 
statutes during the 2022 Arizona Legislative session to mandate this requirement. Stay tuned. 
 
 

8.  I would like to see the following question and answer, if known, in the next Common 
Pitfalls quiz. 


